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HOPKINS TOWNSHIP

2023 GUIDELINES FOR POVERTY EXEMPTIONS

The following policy and guidelines, adopted by The Hopkins Township
Board, shall be followed by the Hopkins Board of Review when considering
poverty exemptions:

Income Guidelines

The income guidelines used by the Board of Review have been established
in accordance with P.A. 390 of 1994 and shall be adhered to unless
accompanied by special circumstances. In determining qualifications for tax
exemption, the Board of Review shall consider every variable on the
application, including total household income, the nature and duration of the
income stream, the state equalized value of the subject property, the quality
and accuracy of the information submitted and any other such evidence as
they feel appropriate in making their decision. In general, however, these
guidelines shall assist the Board of Review in their decisions.

(1) The principal residence of persons who, in the judgment of the
supervisor and board of review, by reason of poverty, are unable to
contribute toward the public charges is eligible for exemption in whole
or in part from taxation under this act. This section does not apply to
the property of a corporation.

(2) To be eligible for exemption under this section, a person shall do
all of the following on an annual basis:

(a) Be an owner of and occupy as a principal residence the property
for which an exemption is requested.

(b) File a claim with the supervisor or board of review on a form
provided by the local assessing unit, accompanied by federal and state
income tax returns for all persons residing in the principal residence,
including any property tax credit returns, filed in the immediately
preceding year or in the current year. Federal and state income tax



returns are not required for a person residing in the principal residence
if that person was not required to file a federal or state income tax
return in the tax year in which the exemption under this section is
claimed or in the immediately preceding tax year. If a person was not
required to file a federal or state income tax return in the tax year in
which the exemption under this section is claimed or in the
immediately preceding tax year, an affidavit in a form prescribed by
the state tax commission may be accepted in place of the federal or
state income tax return. The filing of a claim under this subsection
constitutes an appearance before the board of review for the purpose
of preserving the claimant's right to appeal the decision of the board of
review regarding the claim.

(c) Produce a valid driver's license or other form of identification if
requested by the supervisor or board of review.

(d) Produce a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of
the property for which an exemption is requested if required by the
supervisor or board of review.

(e) Meet the federal poverty guidelines updated annually in the federal
register by the United States department of health and human services
under authority of section 673 of subtitle B of title VI of the omnibus
budget reconciliation act of 1981, Public Law 97-35, 42 USC 9902, or
alternative guidelines adopted by the governing body of the local
assessing unit provided the alternative guidelines do not provide
income eligibility requirements less than the federal guidelines.

(3) The application for an exemption under this section shall be filed
after January 1 but before the day prior to the last day of the board of
review.

(4) The governing body of the local assessing unit shall determine and
make available to the public the policy and guidelines the local
assessing unit uses for the granting of exemptions under this section.
The guidelines shall include but not be limited to the specific income
and asset levels of the claimant and total household income and
assets.

(5) The board of review shall follow the policy and guidelines of the
local assessing unit in granting or denying an exemption



(6) A person who files a claim under this section is not prohibited from
also appealing the assessment on the property for which that claim is
made before the board of review in the same year.

(7) As used in this section, "principal residence" means principal
residence or qualified agricultural property as those terms are defined
in MCL 211.7dd

l. Total Assets, other than a vehicle, personal property and the
homestead being claimed, total assets may not exceed:
a. claimant....... $2,500.00
b. household.....$5,000.00

2. Total Annual Income, shall not exceed the following amount
according to household size:
a.one person, the owner: $14,580
b.two persons: $19,720
c. three persons: $24,860
d.four persons: $30,000
e. five persons: $35,140
f. six persons: $40,280
g.Seven persons: $45,420
h,eight persons: $50,560

for each additional person, add $5,140

Income limits reflect changes in “Poverty Guidelines” published annually by
the State Commission, STC. The dollar amounts above are based on the
most recent STC Bulletin.



CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY

[, Eric Alberda, the duly elected Clerk of Hopkins Township, hereby certify
that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the Township Board of said
Township at the regular meeting of said Board on Monday, February 13,
2023, at which meeting a quorum was present.

The foregoing resolution was offered by Board Member
Sandy Mere,3
And supported by Board Member
Chuck Watrhe 4~
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Eric Alberda, Hopkins Township Clerk
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